
Northridge Schools’ polar bear mascot, fondly known as Bruno, was the brainchild of the Northridge Class 
of 1942, who envisioned a statue of their mascot at the school.  After discussing their dream with class advisor 
Esther Dennis, they created a fund in order to raise money to achieve their goal.  The class willed their treasury 
to the school to start the fund.  Miss Dennis was to be in charge of the fund until the money needed was raised.

Each of the classes that followed donated to the fund with the class of 1950 donating the largest amount of 
$491.  By 1956, the fund reached a total of $1,316.71.  Bids were requested from firms all over the country and 
the Piqua Granite and Marble Company’s bid of $1,600 was selected.  The fund was still $283.29 short of the 
bid, but Superintendent Charles Tarzinski authorized taking the balance from the “Candy Line Fund” in order to 
reach the $1,600 bid.  The “Candy Line Fund” held the proceeds from in-school candy and school supply sales.  
This fund, also known as the “Student Activity Fund,” was typically used to pay for items such as assemblies, 
field trips, and other student related activities.

With the funds and a bid in hand, Miss Dennis placed the 
order for Bruno in early November 1956 with the Piqua Granite 
and Marble Company.  Bruno was sculpted from Carrara marble 
by Marina DiPiesrasanta in the city of Carrara, Italy.

Sculpting and shipping to Piqua, Ohio took thirteen months 
after the order was placed.  On Tuesday, December 3, 1957, dur-
ing the year’s first snow storm, Bruno was delivered to Northridge 
High School.  The four-foot high, 1,935 pound statue was placed 
on its three-yard concrete base.  There he stood proudly in a snow 
storm, fifteen years after the class of 1942 had a dream!  A dedica-
tion program was planned by a committee including student Jim 

Pricer, and teachers, Miss Dennis, Mr. Beekman, Mr. Morris, and Miss Bishop.  Mr. Tarzinski praised Miss Den-
nis, the senior advisor, for the accomplishment as she made all of the arrangements necessary to bring Bruno home.

Bruno watched over the high school for seven years through all kinds of weather and several coats of multi-
colored paint given by rival school students.  He was moved to the “new” high school for school year 1964-65 
and looked over the main entrance until school year 1975-76, when he was moved into the lobby.  There, Bruno 
stayed for forty-three years, guarding the entrance to the David Herring Auditorium.

On August 24, 2019, Bruno was again moved, this time to the inside of the new PreK-12 school facility.  On 
September 4, 2019, Bruno was placed on his pedestal where he can wel-
come visitors at the entrance to the varsity gymnasium.  Special thanks to 
PSC Crane & Rigging and the five Northridge alumni who moved Bruno: 
Randall Carter, class of 91, Elvis Caudill, class of 1992, David Holmes, 
class of 1994, Chris Gibson, class of 2007, and Tony Brown, class of 1987.

Bruno the polar bear is looking spiffy these days thanks to the generos-
ity of Jeff Qvick with Ohio Valley Painters.  As a gift to Northridge Lo-
cal Schools, they painted Bruno and his pedestal shortly after his move to 
the new PreK-12 learning facility.  Northridge janitors Roger Harris and 
Danny Borchers gave Bruno a good “brushing,” and Mickey Dinwiddle, 
Robert Olander, and Rick Murray gave him a complimentary new coat of 
paint.  Bruno is looking great in his new home!
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On Veterans Day, Northridge El-
ementary School PreK-2nd grade 
students and staff were joined by lo-
cal veterans at the flag pole outside 
of the beautiful new PreK-12 school 
facility in order to honor and thank 
those who have served our great 
country.  

The ceremony began with stu-
dents leading the pledge of alle-
giance.  Principal Todd Petty fol-
lowed with a heartfelt message 
regarding the meaning of Veterans 
Day.  

Northridge alumni and veteran, 
Virgil Hamilton, was given special 

recognition for paying the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom.  Hamilton 
gave his life during the suicide bombing in Beirut in 1983. 

 The ceremony concluded with a wreath placed in memory of our vet-
erans.  Special thanks to Mike Mescher and the veterans who joined us.

Shane’s Brains
News From the School Nurse

Honoring Veterans

Primary Health Solutions
Northridge Local Schools has formed a new partnership with Primary 

Health Solutions (PHS) to provide primary medical/dental/behavioral 
health care to our families.  For the convenience of families, students can 
visit a doctor or dentist during the school day at the office on Forest Av-
enue in Dayton.  Interested parents should fill out an application packet 
(available in the clinic) and return it to school.  The school nurse, Shane 
Allison, will communicate with both the parent and PHS about student 
needs and will transport students to and from the doctor/dentist as need-
ed.  Of course, parents can ALWAYS take students to PHS themselves...
and we encourage parents and other family members to become PHS 
patients as well!  PHS’s facility is brand new, state of the art and easy to 
access from Northridge.  They also provide an in-house pharmacy and 
After Hours Care (like an Urgent Care but at your 
family doctor) - all under one roof.  If you would 
like more information, please contact Shane Allison 
(school nurse) at sallison@northridgeschools.org 
or (937) 275-7469 ext. 2148.

The Northridge Local School’s  
annual “Say Boo To Drugs” hall-
way/doorway decorating com-
petition in honor of Red Ribbon 
Week (last week of October) had 
almost 20 submissions this year.  
It was an incredible display of 
creativity by all staff and students 
encouraging positive choices.  
Congratulations to Trisha Bax-
ter/Steven Mills class for win-
ning the competition and earning 
a reward!

Say BOO to Drugs

Thanks to the generosity of 
the Telephone Pioneers (Betty 
and Kent Brumley) and the 
Caldwell Banker Heritage Com-
pany (pictured above), eighty-one 
(81) coats have been donated to 
Northridge students this winter.  
Numerous hats and gloves were 
donated as well.  

If your child is in need of a 
coat, hat, or gloves, please contact 
his/her teacher or School Nurse 
Shane Allison at (937) 275-7469.

Winter Coat Collection



On November 18th, the 
Northridge Board of Education 
honored outstanding students 
in Northridge Elementary 
School grades 3-5 who have 
demonstrated one or more of the 
Northridge Core Values.  These 
district developed attributes 
represent characteristics that 
guide our daily interactions, 
goals, and mission. The 

Core Values of Northridge Schools focus on:  Honest, Consistent, 
and Appropriate Communication; Education as Our Calling; Always 
Improving; District is Family; Student Success; Understand and Meet 
Legitimate Needs; and Personal Responsibility and Behavioral Integrity.

Students are nominated each month by teachers 
or administrators in their buildings.  Northridge 
Elementary School Students in grades 3-5 who 
received recognition at the meeting were Lanna 
Brown, Lydia Hartley, Laila Pritchett, and 
Orion Little.

The Board of Education also recognized 
3rd-8th grade Mathematics Instructional Coach 
Kelli Millard-Halburnt who has continually 
demonstrated the Northridge Core Values.  

The Northridge Local School District has a Student Wellness Policy 
that includes a Student Wellness Committee focused on improving the 
health of students.  This committee is comprised of teachers, parents, ad-
ministrators, community partners, school food service workers and the 
school nurse.  The committee develops and implements a Student Well-
ness Plan focused on wellness programs and activities, collaborating 
across departments and grade levels for purposeful wellness initiatives.  
Complementary goals are established in order to guide students toward 
healthier lifestyles now and into adulthood.  The Plan is evaluated and 
revised every 3 years.  Visit www.PolarBearCafe.org and click on the 
Wellness tab to view the policy, current plan and most recent evaluation.

If you are interested in providing feedback to this committee, please 
contact Judi Hunter at jhunter@northridgeschools.org. 

 Varsity Boys Basketball
Game time 7:15 p.m. unless noted.

    3  Monroe
    6  Preble Shawnee*
  13  Waynesville 
  14  Bellbook
  20  Dixie
  21  Tri-Village*
  27  Meadowdale
  28  Belmont*
 

Varsity Girls Basketball
Game time 6:00 p.m. unless noted.

    3  Oakwood*
    7  Waynesville* - 12:00 p.m.
  12  Brookville*
  14  Dixie* - 12:00 p.m.
  16  Bradford
  19  Carlisle
  21  Milton-Union* - 12:00 p.m.
  23  Northeastern*
  30  Madison*

Wrestling
    7  Oakwood - 9:00 a.m.
  11  Northridge Tri-Meet* - 6:00 p.m. 
  14  Tipp City Inv. -9:00 a.m.
  28  Gallia - 10:00 a.m.

    2    PreK-5 PTO Meeting
         - 3:30 Elementary Music Room
    9   Board of Education Meeting
        - 5:00 p.m.
  13   NHS Choir at Land of 
         Illusion Adventure Park
         - 7:00 p.m. 
  18   NHS Choir Holiday Concert
         - 7:00 p.m.

 * Home

December Sports

Wellness Policy

Shoes 4 the Shoeless

Student Recognition

Kris Horlacher and Shoes 4 The Shoeless (S4TS) visited Northridge 
students on two different dates in October.  In all, 323 PreK-5th grade 
students and 232 6th-12th grade students were blessed with new socks 
and shoes.  Additionally, the school clinic formally partnered with S4TS 
to create a shoe closet within the Northridge Local Schools to ensure 
there are always enough shoes for the students during the year.

December 23 - 
January 3

Winter Holiday Break
No School
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Curriculum Corner

 On October 2nd, atten-
dance at the first Academic Par-
ent Teacher Team activity of the 
school year was record-setting for 
grades K-5!  Academic Parent-
Teacher Teams (APTT) allow par-
ents and teachers to work together to look at student data around specific 
learning standards.  Families learn easy and fun games they can play at 
home to re-emphasize skills students are learning at school.  Families 
learned how to play multiplication games, sight word games, and addi-
tion games using everyday items such as decks of cards and Uno games!  
All game materials are provided for families.  Mark your calendars for 
the next APTT events - December 5th and March 3rd.

Staff, administrators, and stakeholders from across the district have 
been meeting monthly to review 
student and adult data to help cre-
ate district goals and action steps.  
The District Leadership Team 
(DLT) has reviewed Teaching and 
Learning Walk-Through data, stu-
dent test data, and other important 
information to focus the work.  

Math and reading will be major areas of focus, along with graduation 
and the district’s Whole Child Initiatives.  Goals and action steps will 
be shared with the community once the DLT has completed the process. 

The Wizards of Wright Program (WOW!) gave first graders fun les-
sons about magnetism!  Volunteers from Wright Patterson Air Force Base 
and the WOW! program came out 
to help Northridge students learn 
about magnets through engaging 
hands-on activities around the 
building.  Thank you to WPAFB 
and the WOW! Program for part-
nering with teachers and students!

Weather Delays/Closings

Inclement weather during the 
winter months can result in school 
cancellations because of unsafe 
travel conditions.  The primary con-
siderations in the decision to delay, 
dismiss, or cancel school are:
• safety of students and staff.
• street conditions.
• current weather and forecasts.
• status of bus fleet.
• condition of buildings and grounds.
• consultation with police, town-
ship road department, and other 
schools.

The delay/closing options for the 
Northridge Schools are:
• one-hour delay - ALL schedules 

are adjusted one hour.
• two-hour delay - ALL schedules 

are adjusted two hours EXCEPT:   
Special Education (Wee Cubs) A.M. 
preschool is cancelled.
• closed - ALL buildings are closed.

The decision to close and/or de-
lay school is usually broadcast by 
area TV, radio stations, and the dis-
trict one-call system by 6:30 a.m.  
In order to be sure you receive the 
district one-call, please contact 
your child’s school to make sure 
they have your correct phone 
number on file.


