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Message From the Superintendent

Graduation
Saturday, June 13th

11:00 a.m.

Stay Tuned for 
More Details

Choice Writing
Erika Reynolds, 8th grade 

language arts teacher, earned her 
master’s degree in English last 
summer at Miami University.  Her 
research focused on using choice 
writing in the classroom to man-
age negative behaviors. 

Since graduating in August, 
she has presented this research 
at three conferences: Ohio Writ-
ing Project’s Fall Conference at 
Miami University, Ohio Council 
of Teachers of English Language 
Arts (OCTELA) Conference in 
Columbus, and the Wright State 
University Network for Educa-
tional Renewal (WSUNER) Con-
ference.  At these conferences, 
Erika has shared ideas on how to 
give students choice and author-
ity over what they write about in a 
way that is both engaging and rig-
orous in order to maximize learn-
ing while also minimizing nega-
tive behaviors in the classroom.

Dear Northridge Family,

It is hard to believe that over the last 12 months, we 
have been devastated by an EF4 tornado and are now 
waging war against a Global Pandemic in the form of 
COVID-19.  Through it all, I continue to marvel at the 
strength and resiliency of our Northridge Family.  Fol-

lowing the Memorial Day tornados in 2019, we united in our efforts to 
understand and meet legitimate needs, and those incredible recovery 
efforts still continue today!  Now, through this Coronavirus crisis, our 
Northridge Family has united once again to care for one another and 
to show that we are indeed #NORTHRIDGESTRONG!  I have heard 
it said that “tough times don’t last, tough people do,” and that wisdom 
has never been more true.  Our Northridge Family continues to remain 
united and strong as we educate students, feed children, check on each 
other, care for one another, follow the health department guidelines and 
make the most of a very challenging season.  Keep up the exceptional ef-
forts Northridge; WE WILL OVERCOME … TOGETHER WE WILL!  

As far as school is concerned, I am certain that you have heard that 
all schools in Ohio have been closed for the remainder of the 2019-2020 
school year.  This means that all spring sports and all other school activi-
ties have been cancelled.  We are working with the Class of 2020 officers, 
however, to create a meaningful and memorable graduation experience.  
More details will follow, but we are still planning our graduation event 
for June 13th.  Please stay tuned to find out how you (Continued on page 3.)



Preschool Registration

June 12th
Last Day of 
School for 
StudentsShane’s Brains

News From the 
School Nurse

School Nurse Shane Allison and 
the clinic staff hope that the May 
Dividends finds your family safe and 
healthy.  So much has changed in the 
last 4 weeks since Ohio Governor 
Mike DeWine ordered schools closed 
in Ohio.  So, it stands to reason that 
many things will have changed by 
the time you read this Shane’s Brains 
column.  It is the nature of this fast-
moving pandemic.  Nonetheless, here 
are some important things we want 
you to know:
1.  How do we keep kids healthy 
once we return to school, whenever 
that may be?  This is the $1 million 
question keeping school nurses (and 
parents) up at night all over the state.  
We will be taking guidance directly 
from the Ohio Department of Health.  
However, at the time of this column, 
NO guidance has been given.  Rest 
assured, we will be planning heavily 
in advance of ODH’s guidance to cre-

Pre-School Registration

FREE Public Preschool for
ALL Northridge Residents Age 4

Provided by:
Champion’s Preschool

Begin Enrollment
Now Online at

www.discoverchampions.com
Paper registration will take 
place when Governor Mike 

DeWine’s stay at home
mandate has been lifted.

You will need to bring with you  
* Child’s Original Birth Certificate   * Child’s Insurance Card  
* Custody Papers, If Applicable   * Parent/Guardian Valid ID  
* 2 Proofs of Residency (Lease and Utility Bill)  
* Proof of Income (Last 3 pay stubs of EVERYONE in the home, current 

OWF/Food Stamps or SSI award letters.)
To be eligible, preschoolers must be 4 years old by August 1, 2020 

and NOT eligible for Kindergarten, be potty trained (no pull-ups), and 
live in Northridge Local School District.  Registration will be filled on a 
FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED basis.  There is limited space in each 
classroom.

Children DO NOT need to be present at registration, but WILL need 
to be present at orientation in the fall.  For more information, please call 
Amberly Smith at (937) 344-8486.

ate an environment that limits healthy 
students’ exposure to illness.  This 
will certainly include keeping a “sick 
side” and “well side” in the school 
clinic - separate entrances/exits and 
seating areas for students who are not 
feeling well or are symptomatic ver-
sus a side for non-sick visits such as 
medications, diabetes treatment, in-
juries, etc.  We are already exploring 
plans to improve separation and hy-
giene as well.  It’s our job to keep ev-
erybody healthy, so we’re going to do 
whatever it takes to make that happen.
2.  Immunizations for 2020-2021 
7th and 12th graders. Students en-
tering the 7th and 12th grades need 
immunizations for school next year.  
Right now, about 35% of each grade 
already have them completed and on 
file at school.  Those students with 
incomplete records will be getting 
letters in the next month.  The pan-
demic is likely to make getting these 
immunizations very difficult in the 
coming months, so we will be as flex-
ible as possible to allow extra time to 
get records updated.  We are currently 
working very hard to host an immu-

nization clinic AT SCHOOL with our 
health care provider, Primary Health 
Solutions, when we return in the fall, 
so be on the lookout for more infor-
mation.  Otherwise, please contact 
your child’s provider to 1) see if your 
child already has the immunization(s) 
or 2) see if you can schedule an ap-
pointment.  The required immuniza-
tions are:  
•  7th grade - 2 shots needed - 1 dose 
of Tdap (tetanus/pertussis booster) 
and 1 dose of Meningococcal (MCV4/
Menactra)  
•  12th grade - 1 shot needed - 1 dose 
of Meningococcal (MCV4/Menactra) 
- if your child had 1 dose BEFORE 
their 16th birthday, they need a SEC-
OND dose.  If dose 1 is AFTER their 
16th birthday, only that one dose is 
required.  

Please check with your child’s pro-
vider or call the school clinic for a re-
cord check if you need assistance at 
(937) 275-7469.



  10  Mother’s Day
  18  Board of Education
        Meeting - 5:30 p.m.
  25  Memorial Day 
        - No School

Message From the Superintendent
(Continued from page 1.)

The Ohio High School Athletic Association informed member schools Monday, April 20, that 
spring sports are now cancelled, as Ohio Governor Mike DeWine announced earlier in the day 
that school facilities will remain closed for the remainder of the academic year due to the coro-
navirus COVID-19.

OHSAA Executive Director Jerry Snodgrass sent the memo to school administrators following Governor DeW-
ine’s press conference.  For weeks, the OHSAA has communicated with schools that spring sports would be can-
celed if school facilities were closed.  In addition to facilities not being opened, it would be impossible to ensure the 
health and safety of all individuals and support personnel involved in practices and contests at all member schools.

Snodgrass also addressed the start of fall sports in the interview.  “July is a very physical month for our student-
athletes entering fall sports, so we have already started looking at, if this continues through the summer, we’ll have 
the potential of having a lot of kids who haven’t had the physical activity that they would normally have going into a 
fall season.  So for the health and safety of everyone, we have to look at the acclimation periods going into the fall, 
if that happens.  We have to be prepared for that.  We’re also talking about that, if this does go through the summer, 
what is the likelihood that a student can get in to get a physical (annual medical exam).  We have a sport medicine 
advisory group that is looking at that.  They are looking at all aspects such as whether artificial surfaces need to be 
treated.  We are relying on the advice of experts in our decision making.”

For additional information, visit OHSAA website: www.ohsaa.org or contact Northridge Local Schools Athletic 
Director Nathan Farmer, at (937) 275-7469.

Spring Sports Cancelled - Looking Ahead to Fall Sports

can help celebrate our outstand-
ing senior class … a class that will 
NEVER be forgotten!  

Despite Governor DeWine’s 
order to close schools, education 
here in Northridge has continued!  
In fact, staff, students, administra-
tion, parents, guardians, family and 
friends have joined together to pro-
vide meaningful lessons and learn-
ing opportunities for all students 
through a combination of paper/
pencil packets and virtual learn-
ing experiences.  While students 
remain safe and secure at home, 
teachers and parents are working 
hand in hand to provide engaging 
activities that enable our students 
to continue to learn and grow.  
While it has not been easy, we con-
tinue to work together and to learn 
together, and I am so proud of our 
efforts.  I honestly believe that our 
school system and our educational 
practices will be even better as a 

result of this challenge.  In fact, we 
will continue to work diligently to 
exemplify our HEADS UP Core 
Values as we ALWAYS IMPROVE 
for the purpose of STUDENT SUC-
CESS!  Thank you to our amazing 
staff and administration for creat-
ing an at-home educational deliv-
ery model with little to no warn-
ing, and for working with students 
to meet their needs on a daily ba-
sis … I appreciate each and every 
one of you so very much!  Thank 
you to parents and guardians (and 
other family members and friends) 
for taking time to work with your 
students at home and to make the 
best of a difficult situation … we 
wouldn’t succeed without you, and 
I greatly appreciate each and every 
one of you as well!  

In closing, I want to remind our 
students that I miss you greatly and 
love you so very much!  You are 
valued, cared for, believed in, ap-

preciated and loved!  Never forget 
that you are the reason the North-
ridge Schools exist, and we want 
to do everything within our power 
to understand and meet your needs.  
Please let me know if there is any-
thing more that we can do.  I hope 
to see you all very soon!  Please 
continue to check out our district 
website (www.northridgeschools.
org) and our district Facebook page 
(which is attached to our website) 
for updates and essential informa-
tion.  Stay strong Northridge!  You 
remain in my thoughts and prayers!  
God bless and Godspeed for the 
journey ahead!

With care, Dave Jackson  

(Portions excerpted from OHSAA’s News Release, OHSAA Cancels Spring Sports as School Facilities are Closed, - April 21, 2020
by Jerry Snodgrass, Executive Director.)
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Schools, presented the learning 
and implementation we have com-
pleted since receiving the Striv-
ing Readers Grant in 2018.  Pic-
tured are Rush Rogers, Milton 
Union’s Literacy Coach, and Tina 
Kretzer, Northridge’s Literacy 
Coach.  The coaches presented the 
work and growth our teachers and 
students have experienced these 
past two years.  The grant has en-
abled Northridge to implement 
Orton-Gillingham instruction, 
Academic Parent-Teacher Teams, 
and literacy-focused professional 
development.

Google Classroom to deepen their 
understanding about learning tar-
gets.  Instructional staff members 
will meet with their teams virtually 
to analyze their current learning 
targets and continue writing effec-
tive and measurable goals for their 
lessons. 

During this time, the administra-
tive team is also taking part in lead-
ership professional development 
focusing on how to lead others 
during the pandemic, lead by Su-
perintendent Dave Jackson.  Top-
ics of discussion include providing 
a variety of supports to those you 
lead, being “visible” even when 
you cannot be together in person, 
and the importance of developing 
short term and long term plans. 

In February, the Northridge Lo-
cal Schools were part of a learn-
ing gallery at the Ohio Department 
of Education Literacy Confer-
ence.  Northridge, along with Mil-
ton Union Schools and Bradford 

CCurriculum Cornerurriculum Corner

Learning Continues Through
the COVID-19 Pandemic

Just like students, staff across 
the district are continuing their 
learning during the Coronavirus 
Pandemic.  Prior to the school clo-
sures, the District Leadership Team 
(DLT) was working on using data 
to make district-wide decisions in 
regards to instruction. The first area 
the DLT looked at was learning 
targets.  Learning targets are kid-
friendly goals that describe what 
students will learn and be able to 
do by the end of a lesson.  Learning 
targets are also helpful for teachers, 
allowing them to provide effective 
instruction and feedback to stu-
dents to help towards mastering the 
learning targets.  During distance 
learning, staff members are com-
pleting weekly modules through 

Interdistrict Open Enrollment has been approved for school year 2020-2021.  Appli-
cations can be picked up and dropped off at the Northridge Board of Education, 2008 
Timber Lane, Dayton, Ohio 45414 from May 4, 2020 through May 29, 2020.  A copy of 
your student’s last report card is required and must accompany the application.

For information regarding Open Enrollment, Kindergarten Registration, and New 
Student Enrollment, visit our website - www.northridgeschools.org.


